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Before you is the story of the 43rd Jamboree On The Air. In fact, it is not one story, but may be half a million 
stories. Each Scout will have his or her own recollection of the event: living the adventure, soldering an electronic 
gadget, making new friends. The JOTA, which is the largest annual WOSM event, enjoys a participation of some 
half-a-million Scouts each year. Some of these stories have been reported for you by the participants and you 
will find their adventures in this booklet. 
 
New ideas reported in the JOTA stories: 
� Scouts themselves introduce the Official that held the opening speech over the radio (Australia) 
� An antenna designed by Scouts for the JOTA is named "Scout roof" (Germany) 
� A reunion organised at the National station for former scouts and operators (Chile) 
� A photo contest for the best JOTA picture (Denmark) 
� Cooking the JOTA meals in a hay box (Namibia) 
� A kit-building project to create awareness for landmine problems (Denmark) 
� A whole town makes a community party out of the JOTA weekend (Chile) 
� Radio stations organised in a "local-loop" net to circumvent the language difficulties (Tunisia) 
� See your own voice go on the air, by hooking up an oscilloscope to the microphone (USA) 
 
Like last year, the JOTA enjoyed the presence of a second WOSM event on the same weekend: the Jamboree On 
The Internet, or JOTI for short. From the reports it is apparent that most Scout groups used internet in combina-
tion with amateur radio stations. This has of course the main advantage that one can use the combination of the 
two events to its fullest to enhance the weekend programme for the Scouts. The use of internet saw a consider-
able growth compared to the previous years. It seems that JOTI is here to stay. 
In most cases the national organisation teams take care of both events and we see more and more information ma-
terial appear that combines these two popular ways of communicating with fellow Scouts world-wide.  
One such combined activity was the Cartoon Network game. Scouts needed a radio station or Internet access to 
take part in this game. From the reports I noted that it was quite popular for those who did have a try, despite that 
not that many Associations gave any publicity to it. The target was to find 5 different JOTA drawings and to de-
sign two others yourself, in order to make a complete cartoon story out of it. In case you�re still wondering how 
they all looked like, quickly go to chapter 4. 
 
I would like to welcome the following new National JOTA Organisers (NJO's) who joined or rejoined us this 
year: Stephen Watson (Australia), Aminul Kawser (Bangladesh), Xochitl Prado Serrano (Mexico), Luis Hinojosa 
Pacheco (Peru),  Magdi Osman Ahmed (Sudan),  Mervijn O'Neil (Trinidad), Richard Gaskell (United Kingdom). 
 
Possibilities of electronic communication have increased drastically. And we haven't seen the end of it yet. Your 
JOTA team has used the opportunity and made more JOTA information available on the web than ever before. 
Including this World JOTA Report, which has a full-colour, on-line version on our web site www.scout.org/jota. 
A very large portion of all the reports we received from the National Scout 
Associations were emailed to us. This is certainly faster than sending it by traditional 
mail and a lot easier for your editor to handle. (The first report I wrote many years 
ago was done with a typewriter; each mistake meant retyping the page. Hard to 
imagine these days.) 
 
Curious? Flip this page and have a taste of the international flavour of World 
Scouting. Happy reading! 
 
 

Richard Middelkoop, PA3BAR 
Editor 
Sunday 28 January 2001 
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Vous avez sous les yeux l'histoire du quarante-troisiŁme Jamboree-Sur-Les-
Ondes. En fait, il ne s'agit pas d'une seule histoire, mais de presque un demi-
million d'histoires. Chaque scout(e) a de l'ØvØnement un souvenir qui lui est 
propre: pour certain(e)s ce sera l'aventure vØcue, pour d'autres la rØalisation de 
son propre instrument Ølectronique, pour d'autres encore de s'Œtre fait de nou-
veaux amis. PrŁs d'un demi-million de scouts participent chaque annØe au 
JOTA, le plus grand ØvØnement annuel de l'OMMS. Certains Øpisodes du 
JOTA ont ØtØ relatØs pour vous par les participants. Vous trouverez dans ce li-
vret le rØcit de leurs aventures.  
Nouvelles idØes lues dans les petites histoires du JOTA:  
� Des scouts qui prØsentent eux-mŒmes à la radio la personnalitØ chargØe 

de faire le discours d'ouverture (Australie) 
� Une antenne conçue pour le JOTA par des scouts, dØnommØe le " toit 

scout " (Allemagne) 
� Une rØunion organisØe à la station radio nationale pour d'anciens scouts 

et opØrateurs (Chili)  
� Un concours de photos pour la meilleure image du JOTA (Danemark) 
� Des repas pour le JOTA cuits dans une caisse remplie de foin (Namibie) 
� Un projet en kit pour susciter une prise de conscience sur le problŁme 

des mines antipersonnel (Danemark) 
� Une ville entiŁre qui fait du week-end du JOTA une fŒte communautaire 

(Chili) 
� Des stations radio organisØes en rØseaux de "raccordement local" pour 

Øviter les problŁmes de langues (Tunisie) 
� La visualisation de sa propre voix sur les ondes, en connectant un oscil-

loscope au microphone (Etats-Unis).  
Comme l'annØe derniŁre, le JOTA a pu bØnØficier de ce que le Jamboree sur 
Internet (JOTI) - autre ØvØnement annuel de l'OMMS - se soit dØroulØ le 
mŒme week-end. Les rapports reçus font ressortir que la plupart des groupes 
scouts utilisent Internet en mŒme temps que les stations radio amateur. Ceci a 
naturellement comme avantage principal d'utiliser la combinaison de deux ØvØ-
nements pour mettre en valeur, de façon optimale, le programme du week-end 
pour les scouts. L'utilisation d'Internet connaît une croissance considØrable par 
rapport aux annØes prØcØdentes. Il semble que le JOTI se soit bien positionnØ 
pour durer. La plupart du temps les Organisations Scoutes Nationales dispo-
sent d'une Øquipe qui organise les deux ØvØnements à la fois et nous constatons 
que de plus en plus de matØriel d'information est mis à disposition pour combi-
ner ces deux modes de communication particuliŁrement populaires auprŁs des 
scouts qui peuvent se contacter dans le monde entier. L'une des activitØ com-
munes Øtait le jeu du dessin humoristique sur le rØseau. Les scouts ont eu be-
soin d'une station radio ou d'un accŁs Internet pour y participer; d'aprŁs les 
rapports reçus, j'ai notØ que le jeu avait plu à ceux qui l'avaient essayØ, en dØpit 
du fait que peu d'associations en avaient fait la publicitØ. Le but Øtait de trouver 
sur le rØseau 5 dessins diffØrents du JOTA et d'en concevoir deux soi-mŒme, 
afin de rØaliser une bande dessinØe. Si vous souhaitez savoir à quoi celle-ci res-
semble, allez vite au chapitre 4.  
Les possibilitØs de transmissions Ølectroniques qui nous sont offertes à l'heure 
actuelle se sont considØrablement accrues et ce n'est pas terminØ. Votre Øquipe 
JOTA a saisi cette occasion pour mettre un grand nombre d'informations sur le 
web, beaucoup plus d'ailleurs que les annØes prØcØdentes.  Cela inclut ce rap-
port mondial du JOTA que vous trouverez en ligne sur notre site web: 
www.scout.org/jota, en version polychrome Une grande partie des rapports 
que nous avons reçus des Associations Scoutes Nationales a ØtØ envoyØe par 
e-mail en format Ølectronique. C'est certainement plus rapide que de les en-
voyer par la poste et beaucoup plus facile à manipuler par votre Øditeur. (Le 
premier rapport que j'ai Øcrit, il y a pas mal d'annØes, a ØtØ tapØ à la machine à 
Øcrire; cela signifiait qu'il fallait retaper la page à chaque fois qu'il y avait une er-
reur. Dur à imaginer de nos jours!).��
Etes-vous curieux? Si oui tournez cette page, vous aurez un avant-goßt du 
Scoutisme Mondial. Bonne lecture! 

Presentamos aquí el relato del 43” Jamboree en el aire. De hecho no es UN 
relato sino que pudiera ser medio millón de historias. Cada scout conserva su 
propio recuerdo del evento: vivió su propia aventura, soldó su propio circuito 
electrónico, conoció nuevos amigos. El JEEA (JOTA), que es el acontecimien-
to scout anual mÆs grande de la OMMS, cuenta con la participación de unos 
500.000 scouts cada aæo. Algunas de estas historias han sido enviadas por los 
participantes para que usted conozca sus aventuras a travØs de este folleto.  
Ideas nuevas tomadas de las historias del JOTA:  
� Los propios scouts presentan a la autoridad que da el mensaje de aper-

tura por radio (Ausralia). 
� A una antena diseæada por los scouts para el JOTA se le puso el nombre 

"azotea scout" (Alemania). 
� Reunión en la estación cabecera nacional de antiguos scouts y operado-

res de radio (Chile). 
� Concurso fotogrÆfico para la mejor imagen del JOTA (Dinamarca). 
� Conservación ecológica del calor de las comidas del JOTA en cajas con 

paja (Namibia). 
� Un proyecto para armar sobre el problema de las minas antipersonales 

(Dinamarca). 
� Un pueblo entero hace una fiesta comunitaria con ocasión del fin de se-

mana del JOTA (Chile). 
� Estaciones de radio enlazadas en una red local para superar dificultades 

del lenguaje (Tœnez). 
� Se puede ver la propia voz ir al aire, con un osciloscopio conectado al 

micrófono (Estados Unidos). 
Al igual que el aæo anterior, el JOTA compartió el fin de semana con un segun-
do acontecimiento de la OMMS: el Jamboree en Internet (JOTI en inglØs).  De 
los informes se desprende que la mayoría de los grupos scouts combinó el uso 
de Internet con estaciones de radioaficionados. Como es obvio, la ventaja 
principal de esta modalidad es que permite aprovechar al mÆximo la combina-
ción de ambos eventos ampliando así el programa del fin de semana para los 
jóvenes scouts. El uso de Internet se vio incrementado considerablemente con 
respecto al aæo anterior. Parece que el JOTI llegó para quedarse. 
En la mayor parte de los casos los equipos organizadores nacionales asumen 
estos dos eventos en conjunto y se ve cada vez mÆs material informativo que 
combina estas dos formas de comunicarse con hermanos scouts de todo el 
mundo. 
Una actividad que combinó ambos modos de comunicación fue el juego de la 
Historieta en Red. Para participar, los scouts podían acceder desde una esta-
ción de radio o desde una conexión a Internet. Por los informes he visto que el 
juego fue bastante popular entre los que lo intentaron, a pesar de que no fueron 
muchas las asociaciones que le dieron algo de publicidad. El propósito era en-
contrar cinco dibujos del JOTA y diseæar otros dos por parte de uno mismo 
con el objeto de completar una historieta con ellos.  Si aœn se estÆn preguntan-
do cuÆl era el aspecto de los dibujos que había que buscar se los puede ver en 
el capítulo 4.  
Ha habido un notable crecimiento de las posibilidades de comunicación elec-
trónica. Y todavía parece que crecerÆn mucho mÆs. El equipo JOTA aprove-
chó la oportunidad y desplegó en Internet la mayor cantidad de información 
hasta ahora vista sobre el Jamboree en el aire. Se incluye este informe del 
JOTA, que cuenta con una versión en línea, a todo color, en nuestro sitio elec-
trónico www.scout.org/jota. Gran cantidad de los informes que recibimos de 
las asociaciones scouts nacionales fueron enviados por correo electrónico. 
Verdaderamente esta forma es mucho mÆs rÆpida que el correo tradicional y 
mucho mÆs fÆcil de manejar para el editor (el primer informe que preparØ so-
bre el JOTA hace ya muchos aæos lo hice en una mÆquina de escribir: ante ca-
da error había que hacer toda la pÆgina de nuevo, aunque parezca difícil de 
imaginarlo en la actualidad). 
¿Les parece curioso? Al mover con rapidez esta pÆgina se puede sentir una 
muestra del sabor internacional del Movimiento Scout Mundial.  ¡Feliz lectura! 
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The 43rd Jamboree-On-The-Air enjoyed an enthusiastic worldwide participation. Our thanks go especially to 
those National JOTA Organizers and International Commissioners who have sent us the information of the JOTA 
in their country. 
In this chapter, we have included statistics of JOTI participation as well. Merely to give you an idea of the inter-
est in the growing use of internet technology during the weekend. 
 
Scout amateur radio stations operated from the following countries for the 43rd JOTA: 
 

 
Figures, numbers and statistics. To convince your supporters that the JOTA is the largest annual WOSM activity, 
the next three pages have all the numbers you may need. Figure 2 shows the number of participating Scouts and 
Guides per country as a percentage of the total membership of Scouts and Guides (WOSM) and Guides 
(WAGGGS). For simplicity, beavers, cub-scouts, scouts, rovers and explorers have all been regarded as 
"Scouts" and similarly for the girls. 

I R I R I R I R
2 2 Algeria 2 Fiji 2 Lithuania 7 Russia

1 Angola * 0 24 Finland 3 14 Luxembourg 1 Senegal
* 50 54 Argentina 5 14 France 1 Macedonia 3 Slovakia
* 4 25 Australia * 1 31 Germany 1 Madagascar 1 7 Slovenia
* 17 23 Austria 4 13 Greece 3 1 Malaysia * 6 7 South Africa
* 5 Bangladesh 1 Grenada 5 11 Malta 6 18 Spain

4 15 Belgium 1 3 Guatemala 2 Mauritius * 0 1 Sri Lanka
1 Belize * 9 18 Guyana * 1 7 Mexico 1 St. Lucia

5 6 Bolivia 1 Haiti 1 Moldavia * 5 Sudan
1 Botswana 1 1 Honduras 1 Mongolia * 0 8 Surinam

7 9 Brazil * 1 2 Hong Kong 4 Morocco 1 Swaziland
4 Bulgaria 10 Hungary 1 Mozambique 7 16 Sweden

* 10 12 Canada * 1 28 Iceland * 18 22 Namibia * 4 36 Switzerland
* 0 26 Chile 2 4 India * 5 14 Neth. Antilles 1 Tanzania

1 8 China Rep. 5 4 Indonesia * 10 22 Netherlands 1 5 Thailand
4 4 Colombia * 8 Ireland * 8 6 New Zealand * 17 4 Trinidad & Tobago
2 5 Costa Rica 5 Israel 1 Nicaragua * 21 14 Tunisia

* 56 27 Croatia 5 21 Italy 1 4 Nigeria * 16 9 Turkey
* 12 16 Cyprus 2 3 Jamaica * 32 34 Norway 1 Uganda
* 0 66 Czech Rep. * 6 12 Japan 3 Oman 5 <Ukraine>
* 17 31 Denmark 2 Jordan 2 Panama * 23 40 United Kingdom

1 2 Dominica 1 Kiribati 1 5 Paraguay * 9 51 United States
2 3 Dominican Rep. 2 Korea * 26 10 Peru 1 4 Uruguay
3 4 Ecuador 1 5 Kuwait 2 5 Philipines 6 10 Venezuela

1 Egypt 3 Latvia * 0 39 Poland * 66 World Bureau HB2S
2 1 El Salvador 2 Lebanon * 16 49 Portugal 3 13 Yugoslavia

5 Estonia 1 Libya 3 4 Puerto Rico 3 1 Zimbabwe
2 Faroer Isl. 3 Liechtenstein * 0 23 Romania

Figure 1. Countries from which scout stations operated during the 43rd JOTA.
The number of other countries that were contacted is shown in front of a country’s name, where
"I" indicates contacts via internet and "R" contacts via radio.
* indicates that a National JOTA Report is received and is quoted in chapter 6.
underlined indicates that non-licenced scouts are allowed to speak themselves.
<country> indicates that the *emerging Scout Organization is not * a recognized WOSM member.
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Figure 2. Percentage (%) of Scouts and Guides per country taking part in the JOTA. 
(Note: logarithmic scale !) 
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JOTA / I participants

radio
60%

internet
10%

mix
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Using a relative number makes it easier to compare the participation in different countries. Please note that we 
have used a logarithmic scale in this graph. That means that both small and large numbers can be displayed in the 
same picture, but that the axis is not linear. 
JOTA is not a competition and these figures merely indicate that there are differences in interest, organization and 
reporting in these countries. Local circumstances vary quite a bit.  

 
To arrive at a reliable estimate of the total number of participants, some statistics are needed, since not all the 
countries have sent a JOTA report. These statistics are based on the average participation of the countries that 
did sent a report (figure 2), on the membership number of each Scout or Guide Association and on the list of 
countries that were reported as being active in the event (figure 1). All this leads to the participation numbers 
presented in figure 3: 
 
At a considerable number of stations, the use of internet was combined with the running of an amateur radio sta-
tion. Compared to the 10707 radio stations, there were 1462 internet-only stations: scout groups that took part in 
the JOTI event without using amateur radio. This is quite an increase over last year when 808 internet-only sta-
tions were active. Many more internet stations were active, all combined with amateur radio stations and this 
category is the one that grows the fastest. Figure 4 shows the activity of the participants: those that took part with 
amateur radio only, those with internet only and those Scouts that operated a mixed station. The "radio-only" sta-
tions still have the large majority, but decreased compared to last year from 71 % to 60 %. The largest growth is 

in the mixed mode, from 22 % to 30 % this 
year, whilst internet-only grew from 7 % to 
10 %. 
 
The number of national JOTA organizers 
that sent their reports on a computer disk, 
via packet-radio or via email increased dra-
matically this year to a mere 78 % ! Have a 
look at those numbers in figure 5. It's amaz-
ing. It is a very fast way of doing it. This al-
lows electronic processing and saves a lot 
of time. It has certainly helped that we have 
made an electronic form available that 
could be downloaded from the web and sent 
via email. This was widely used by many 
NJO's. Figure 6 shows the number of times 
our JOTA web site was accessed; the 
JOTA weekend is not difficult to spot in 

Figure 4. Division of JOTA / I participants. 

  JOTA JOTI 
Scouts : 401794 37848 
Guides : 59054 8308 
total participants : 460848 46156 
 
JOTA radio stations : 10707  
radio amateurs : 8074  
4 3

r d  
J a m b o r e e  O n  T h e  A i r

visitors : 55381 5512 
active countries : 108 67 

Figure 3: Total participation in the 43rd Jamboree-On-
The-Air and Jamboree On The Internet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5. Reports sent electronically (% electronic), and reports contain-

ing a report form (% forms). 
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cult to spot in this graph. ! 
A report form was used by 78 % of all the reports we received. It 
is a great help to receive your JOTA information is this standard 
way.  
The only drawback may be that countries that are traditionally 
sending their report on paper, way after the deadline, now have a 
higher risk to "miss the boat", as we finalize the editing sooner than 
before.  
We are improving the electronic processing of illustrations, 
photographs and newspaper articles. In fact, before you is the first 
fully electronic version of the JOTA report. Having it in this 
format means we can make it available on the Bureau's web site 
right after finishing the last page; long before you will receive the 
printed copy. This adds a lot to the actuality and fulfills the wish 
of many NJO's to have the worldwide JOTA overview available 
sooner after the event. And without bringing the reporting deadline 
forward! A big thanks to those NJO�s who sent us their JOTA re-
ports and to those who didn�t, we hope to see yours next year. 
 
Figure 7 presents you the overview of the JOTA development over the years. For the last few years we have in-
cluded the numbers of Scouts taking part in the JOTI and in mixed JOTA / JOTI stations. 
 

A complete overview of 35 years JOTA history has been compiled by Len Jarrett, the former World JOTA 
Organizer: "The JOTA story, 35 years of Scouting’s Worldwide Jamboree-on-the-Air". (This edition can now 
be ordered on line from www.worldscoutshop.org). From Len's book, we read the following: 
 
40 years ago: the 3rd JOTA, 22 - 23 October 1960. 
During the third JOTA, held on 22-23 October, 1960, the local radio club, prodded by Ray Thornton and Alf 
Sheffield, became involved as did the Army Signal Corps. The call sign VE3JAM was again used and the Army 

ParticipantsJOTI

Figure 7: JOTA participation over the last decade. 
The number of participants is shown as a column, related to the axis on the right hand side. The two lines show the number 
of countries involved and the number of National JOTA reports received by the World Scout Bureau. These lines corre-
spond to the axis on the left-hand side. 
 
 

Figure 6. Number of accesses to the JOTA 
web page. 
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gave permission to use Connaught Ranges, a camp just outside Ottawa, where the Signal Corps erected antennas 
©as an exercise©. The equipment was superb - I believe we had three transmitters operating simultaneously, each 
running the maximum legal output. Results fully justified this lavish organization. Canadian Scouts had carried 
out massive publicity and, as a result, nearly 400 Canadian stations took part. I think VE3JAM spoke to almost 
every one. Certainly we were on the go for the full 48 hours and, according to the November issue of "World 
Scouting©, VE3JAM made over 400 contacts in 23 countries.  
Other countries reported increased participation too, and so, for the first time, the Bureau issued a report, albeit a 
very slim one by present standards. Comments received were summarized and grouped by continent - separate 
reports by country did not start for another two years.  
In Britain, the "Short Wave Magazine" reported on the event and mentioned that Scout David Sochachewsky of 
London had just received his license, having been introduced to amateur radio at the first JOTA in May, 1958. 
Since then many others have become involved in 
amateur radio as a result of JOTA.  
At about this time, some National Scout 
Associations started to install permanent amateur 
radio stations. The January, 1961, issue of "World 
Scouting© reports DU1BPS in the Philippines and 
YV5ARS in Venezuela, while remarking that 
K2BFW in the USA and XE1EW in Mexico had 
been operating for some time. It would not be long 
before the Bureau itself and other National 
Associations followed suit.  
For me, the third JOTA was memorable, because it 
was then that I decided to get my own license, for I 
felt a little left out of things listening to the ©ham 
talk" during the weekend, and decided that "if you 
can©t beat them - join them". So, in November, 1960, 
I constructed a Heathkit AR3 receiver, stuck up an antenna on my apartment roof and started to listen to W1AW©s 
practice C.W. sessions and to study technical manuals. The next year, I became the proud owner of the call 
VE3EWE (perfect for C.W.) and immediately ordered and constructed a Heathkit DX60 transmitter. But when I 
started to transmit, all my neighbours objected, for not knowing any better, I had laid my antenna on the roof (it 
had to be kept out of sight) across the master TV feeder. Operation had to be restricted to non-TV hours until I 
solved the whole problem by moving to a house with a garden.  
 
25 years ago: the 18th JOTA, 18 - 19 October 1975. 
A milestone for Radio-Scouting as a result of the magnificent exhibit at the World Jamboree in Norway. Three 
thousand five hundred electronic kits constructed; sixteenhundred Scouts experienced fox hunting using Scout-
constructed receivers. First World JOTA Conference held. 
Netherlands gets permission for Scouts to speak, starting a Radio-Scouting boom in that country. 
 
10 years ago: the 33rd JOTA, 20 - 21 October 1990. 
The newly recognized Scout organizations in Hungary and Czechoslovakia went on the air. The Scout station 
FF1SDF at the World Scout Conference in Paris in July had provoked their interest. For the first time Scouts 
from Turkey took part also with TA1KA from Istanbul. The national TV news covered the event and their report 
even included a videotape. 
The German JOTA organizer wanted to transmit a puzzle game, but was puzzled himself when his equipment 
transmitted smoke signals instead.  
In Jamaica the national station was swamped with Cub Scouts suddenly and the JOTA organizer found himself 
"nursemaiding© part of the time. From Kenya Scouting songs in Swahili went on the air transmitted by 5Z4KSA in 
Paxtu, Nyeri. A Scout station in the Netherlands contacted Scouts in England operating from a factory where 
stockings were made for the Royal family; a quick deal was made: swap a few Dutch stockings for Royal ones. 
Scouts in Zimbabwe operated Z27JAM and almost blew their radio tubes trying to contact HB9S at the World 
Bureau in Geneva: they got through. In Portugal the Scouts received permission to speak directly over the radio. 
Their press release reads: "of JOTA we can say that the World is embraced by youngsters proclaiming a world 
of peace, brotherhood and understanding".  


